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 In 1803 land was granted to Captain Thomas Rowley consisting of 240 acres. This land 

covered the area from Stanmore Road to Parramatta Road.  Stanmore House is on a part of 

that land. 

 

 Over the next few years the land changed hands several times.  

 

 William Henry Paling (musician, merchant and philanthropist) possibly built part of The Lodge 

in 1872 and it was listed as being valued at 150 £. 

 

 On 8th January, 1873 Sir Alexander Stuart and his wife Christina bought it.  Stuart was a 

member of the Legislative Assembly, Director of the Bank of New South Wales and later 

Premier of NSW (1883 – 1885). 

 

 The Stuarts added the East Wing, decorated the staircase and installed the stained glass 

window.  

 

 The ASC in the window stands for their names.  The Latin words Virescit Vulmere Virtus mean 

‘Courage grows strong at the wound’.  There is also a picture of a cormorant feeding its 

young.  

 

 In 1900 the property was sold to The Salvation Army.  At the time it was known as Sefton 

Hall.  The Certificate of Title was issued to Herbert Henry Booth and the property was valued 

at 3000 £. 

 

 When The Salvation Army purchased the property the following information was provided:  

 

1. The fittings are made of cedar. 

2. It has a noble entrance hall with 2 large reception rooms on either side, and a 

ballroom.  

3. The first floor is approached by a splendid staircase.  

4. It has an expensive iron railing fence with handsome pillared gates. 

5. There is a stable and a coach house facing Harrow Road.  

6. The design of the whole building is early English and there are not many of 

equal design to be found around Sydney as the expensive construction is too 

great. 

 

 This place became known as The Anchorage and was enlarged and renovated. 

  

 It was officially opened in February 1900 as The Stanmore Rescue Home.  It was revamped 

with dormitories to house women - from poor families, from off the streets, from the excessive 

use of alcohol.  They operated a sewing and laundry service. 
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 In 1924 there was a name change to Girls Industrial Home, The Harbour.  42 girls lived here 

and did laundry and made paper bags for the flour mills.  

 

 By 1945 there was a need for a shift in purpose and so it was decided to change the service to 

a hostel to accommodate young business girls and student girls.  The name was changed to  

The Lodge (this building is still known as that today). 

 

 1969-1988 saw this place turned into a Children’s Home for 23 boys and girls.  

 

 In 1988 this was turned into a Training Facility for Salvation Army Officers – as an adjunct to 

the 2 year training.  It was used for specialist conferences and extended study. 

 

History of the Annexe 

(Now Conference Rooms 1 & 2) 

 In 1952 work was completed on the old laundry building, making rooms suitable for 

accommodation.  

 

 This provided 13 extra rooms consisting of 2 bathrooms, 2 toilets, 2 washbasins and              

10 bedrooms.  

 

 The laundry was transferred to the end room of this annexe and a new iron roof was installed.  

 

 In 2007 the annexe was refurbished to provide up-to-date facilities for the delivery of training.  

The Suites 

 The cottage facing Harrow Road was turned into two floors of en-suite bedrooms in 2007    

(8 en-suites in total).  

The Units 

 The single bedroom units were originally used for accommodation for single women officers.  

 

 As a part of the total Stanmore House complex, the units are used for conference/training 

accommodation and are also available for casual accommodation.  


